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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, who loves all and forgets 

none, thank You for the guidance of 
Your sacred words, a light for dark 
times. 

Lord, we are grateful You provide 
wisdom for those who revere You. Send 
help and strength to our lawmakers, 
that they may strive to honor You in 
every endeavor. Inspire them to mount 
up on wings like eagles, running with-
out weariness and walking without 
fainting. Lord, give them the wisdom 
to have a conscience void of offense to-
ward You and humanity. 

Eternal God, hear our intercessions, 
answer them according to Your will, 
and make us all channels of Your 
mercy and love. 

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HAWLEY). The Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for 1 minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IOWA V. IOWA STATE FOOTBALL 
GAME 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, this 
weekend I attended what some call 
Iowa’s own Super Bowl, the Iowa v. 
Iowa State football game. I talked with 

Iowans while tailgating, and tailgating 
most of the time goes on before the 
game for me. We talked about issues 
such as ethanol, biodiesel, and trade. 

This year, the game was in Ames, 
and Iowa State hosted ESPN’s football 
‘‘College GameDay,’’ and this was the 
first time ever for Iowans to do that. It 
was an opportunity to show off Iowa 
State’s campus and to celebrate the 
tradition of the annual Cy-Hawk game. 

Congratulations to the Iowa Hawk-
eyes for winning this year’s match-up, 
but both teams put up a strong fight, 
as you can tell from the final score of 
Iowa’s winning 18 to 17. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
weekend saw a brazen attack by Iran 

on a critical oil facility in Saudi Ara-
bia. This is not just an isolated drone 
strike with the prospect of regional es-
calation but an attack with significant 
repercussions for the entire global en-
ergy market. 

We are fortunate that advances in 
U.S. oil and gas production have made 
the United States more energy inde-
pendent and have added capacity to 
global markets, but the impact of this 
attack could still be substantial. For 
this reason, I welcome the administra-
tion’s preparations to potentially re-
lease oil from our Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve, if needed, to stabilize global 
markets. I hope our international part-
ners will join us in imposing con-
sequences on Tehran for this reckless, 
destabilizing attack. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, now 
on another matter, when the Senate re-
turned last week, we anticipated our 
top priority would be conducting the 
appropriations process and avoiding a 
lapse in government funding. We had a 
clear roadmap, a bipartisan, bicameral 
agreement negotiated by the Presi-
dent’s team and the Speaker of the 
House. It set top-line funding targets 
for both defense and nondefense, and it 
laid out ground rules to protect the 
process from partisan politics. 

There has actually been reason for 
optimism. This week, we hope to move 
to the House-passed bills for Defense, 
Energy and Water, Labor-HHS, and 
State and Foreign Ops. This would be 
our first procedural step to getting the 
process moving for all of our priorities 
on both sides. 

There is nothing controversial about 
this particular grouping of bills. In 
fact, it was Speaker PELOSI who com-
bined this grouping of bills to move 
first. Furthermore, if any of the fund-
ing measures were going to be handled 
earnestly across party lines, surely it 
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